Level 2 	Fountas & Pinnell Writing Skills Continuum 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]This document contains a summary of new skills introduced at Level 2 including Purpose, Genre & Craft, Conventions, and Write about Reading. Level 2 corresponds with Fountas & Pinnell Reading Levels J-M. 

PURPOSE AND GENRE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
NARRATIVE
· Select  small moments or experiences and share thinking and feeling about them
· Describe a setting and how it is related to the writer’s experiences
· Tell details about the most important moments in a story or experience while eliminating unimportant details 
· Describe characters by what they do, say and feel and what others say about them
· Use some literary language that is different from oral language
· Write in a way that shows the significance of the story
· Select meaningful topics
· Reveal something important about self or about life. 

Short fiction (short story, short realistic fiction or historical fiction)
· Describe characters by how they look and what they do
· Describe the setting with appropriate detail
· Write simple fictional stories (realism or fantasy)

INFORMATIONAL
· Write about a topic keeping the audience and their interest and knowledge in mind
· Provide interesting details around a topic
· Introduce information in categories
· Provide supporting details in each category
· Use some vocabulary specific to the topic
· Provide information that teaches readers about a topic
· Use a narrative structure to help readers understand information and interest them in a topic
POETIC
· Write a variety of poems
· Notice and use line breaks and white space as they are used in poetry
· Observe closely to select topics or content and write with detail
· Remove extra words to clarify the meaning and make the writing more powerful
· Use poetic language to communicate meaning
FUNCTIONAL – LABELS, LETTER, LISTS AND PROCEDURES
· Write to a known audience or a specific reader
· Address the audience appropriately
· Write a card, note, invitation or friendly letter with a purpose in mind
· Write notes, cards, invitations and email for a variety of purposes
· Write a friendly letter with all parts
· Use a list to inform writing (poems or informational)
· Use number words or transition words
· Make lists with items that are appropriate to the purpose of the list
· Write procedural or “how-to” books
· Write steps of a procedure with appropriate sequence and explicitness
· Include pictures to illustrate the steps in a procedure.
Level 2 –Test taking
· Analyze the prompt to understand the purpose, genre and audience for the writing
· Read and internalize the criteria for an acceptable response
· Write focused responses to questions and to prompts
· Write concisely and to the direction of the question or prompt
· Elaborate on important points
· Exclude extraneous details
· Incorporate one’s knowledge of craft in shaping response
CRAFT
ORGANIZATION
Text Structure
· Organize texts in different ways
· Write a text that is narrative ordered by time
· Understand that an informational text is ordered by logic (categories, sequence, ideas related to each other
· Begin to use underlying structures (description, compare and contrast, sequence, problem and solution
· Write an author page at the beginning or end of a book to give information about the author

Beginnings, Endings, Titles
· Use a variety of endings to engage and satisfy the reader (for example, surprise, circular story)
· Use a variety of beginning, middle and ending structures appropriate to the genre

Presentation of Ideas
· Present ideas clearly
· Organize information into categories for presentation
· Show major topics by using headings
· Use headings, a table of contents and other features to help the reader find information and understand how facts are related
· Use time appropriately as an organizing tool 
· Show steps in enough detail that a reader can follow a sequence
· Bring a piece to closure through an ending or summary statement
· Order the writing in ways that are characteristic to the genre (narrative or informational)
· Use graphics (diagrams, illustrations, photos) to provide information
· Use some vocabulary specific to the topic or content. 
IDEA DEVELOPMENT
· Provide supporting information or examples that are accurate, relevant, and helpful
· Gather and internalize information and then write it in own words.
LANGUAGE USE 
· Borrow a word, phrase, or a sentence from another writer
· Use memorable words or phrases
· Show through language instead of telling
· Use examples to make meaning clear to readers
WORD CHOICE
· Show ability to vary the text by choosing alternative words (for example, alternatives for said)
· Use transitional words for time flow
VOICE
· Write in a way that speaks directly to the reader
· Use punctuation to make the text interesting and effective

CONVENTIONS
__________________________________________________________

TEXT LAYOUT
· Arrange print on the page to support the text’s meaning and to help the reader notice important information
· Understand that layout of print and illustrations are important in conveying the meaning of a text
· Understand how to use layout, spacing, and size of print to create titles, headings, and subheadings.

GRAMMAR
Sentence Structure
· Write complete sentences
· Use a range of complete sentences (declarative, interrogative, exclamatory)
Parts of Speech
· Use subject and verb agreement in simple sentences (we were)
· Use nouns and pronouns that are in agreement (Mike / he)
· Use prepositional phrases, adjectives and adverbs correctly 
· Use verbs that are often misused (lie, lay, rise, raise)
· Use verb and objects that are often misused ([verb] to her and me, she and I)
Tense
· Write in present tense (Owls love to…)

CAPITALIZATION
· Use capital letters appropriately to capitalize days, months, provinces
· Use capital letters for names of people and places
· Use all capital letters for a head or for emphasis
· Use capitals to start the first word, last word and most other words in titles.

 PUNCTUATION
· Understand and use ellipses to show pause or anticipation, usually before something surprising
· Use dashes and ellipses for emphasis or to slow down the text for readers
· Use quotation marks around the speaker’s exact words
· Use periods after abbreviations
· Notice the use of punctuation marks in books and try them out in own writing
· Use apostrophes in contractions and possessives
· Use commas to identify a series

SPELLING
· Correctly spell familiar high frequency words (200+) words with regular letter-sound relationships (including consonant blends and digraphs and some vowel patterns) and commonly used endings 
· Take apart multi-syllable words to spell the parts accurately or close to accurately
· Use knowledge of phonogram patterns to generate multi-syllable words
· Spell simple and some complex plurals
· Use simple rules for adding inflectional endings in words (drop e, double letter)
· Spell simple possessives
· Spell most contractions
· Spell words that have been studied (spelling words)
· Write easy compound words accurately
· Spell many one-syllable words that have vowel and r correctly

HANDWRITING / WORD PROCESSING
· Begin to develop efficient keyboarding skills
· Use word processor to plan, draft, revise, edit and publish
· Make changes on the screen to revise and edit, and publish documents

WRITE ABOUT READING
__________________________________________________________
FUNCTIONAL WRITING
Notes and Sketches
· Sketches or drawings that assist in remembering a text, interpreting an event or character, or representing the content of a text
· Notes about setting, events in a story, characters, memorable words or phrases on sticky notes, think marks, or in a Reader’s Notebook to support memory for later use in discussion or writing
· Notes that record interesting information, details, or words from a text
· Labels for photographs or drawings related to a text
· Lists of favourite book titles
Graphic organizers
· Webs that connect information within a text or across texts
· Webs that represent the organization of a text
· Charts that show the way a text is organized: description, temporal sequence, question and answer, cause and effect, chronological sequence, compare and contrast
· Story maps that record title, author, setting, plot events, characters, problem, and resolution
· Grids showing relationships among different kinds of information from a text or across texts
· Flowcharts showing sequence
Letters about reading
· Letters to the teacher, to other readers, or to authors and illustrators including dialogue letters in a Reader’s Notebook
Short Writes
· Short sentences stating a prediction, an opinion, or an interesting aspect of a text
Summaries
· Plot summaries containing a brief statement of the central topic, theme, or message of a text
· Story maps that record title, author, setting, plot events, characters, problem, and resolution
cartoons / storyboards
· Drawings showing the sequence of events in a text, sometimes with speech bubbles to show dialogue or thought bubbles to show thoughts as in a story map
· Innovations on known texts such as a new ending or a similar plot with different characters
· Graphic representations of stories such as story maps or timelines

INFORMATIONAL WRITING
Reports
· Short reports giving some interesting information from a text

Outlines
· Summaries of information in a text with headings that show topics and subtopics
· Representations through writing and drawing of a sequence of actions or directions from a text

PERSUASIVE WRITING
· Posters or advertisements that tell about a text in an attention-getting or persuasive way
· Book recommendations
POETIC WRITING
· Innovations on a poem or song using the same language structure
· Lists of interesting words to describe a character in a poetic way

BEHAVIOURS AND UNDERSTANDINGS TO NOTICE, TEACH AND SUPPORT
General: Fiction and nonfiction texts

· Record the titles and authors of favourite books
· Draw and write to relate important information / ideas within a text or to other texts
· Refer to notes about a text to support opinions and statements in discussion and writing
· Reread to remember something from a text for use in drawing or writing independently
· Draw and write to relate important information/ideas within a text or to other texts
· Notice and write about the importance of ideas relevant to children’s world, sharing, caring for others doing your job, helping your family, caring for the world or environment, valuing differences, expressing feelings, empathizing with others
· Write about a wide range of predictions based on evidence from the text
· Reflect both prior knowledge and new knowledge from a text in writing
· Use a text as a resource for words, phrases, and ideas for writing
· Write about why an author might choose to write a story or about a topic
· Formulate opinions about authors and illustrators and state in writing the basis for those opinions
· Express opinions (interesting, funny, exciting) about a text and support those opinions with evidence in writing
· Draw or write to describe how ideas and content within a text are alike and different
· Notice and note decorative or informative illustrations and/or print outside the body of the  text (peritext)
· Identify and record whether a text is fiction or nonfiction as well as any known genres within those categories
· Express opinions about a text in writing and support those opinions with evidence
· Formulate opinions about authors and illustrators and state in writing the basis for those opinions
· Compare different versions of the same story, rhyme, or traditional tale in writing
· Write summaries that reflect literal understanding of a text

FICTION TEXTS:  Behaviours and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support
General
· Show connections between the setting, characters, and events of a text and the reader’s own personal experiences
· Write predictions for story outcomes and support with evidence from a text
· Write predictions of what might happen next in a story and support those predictions with evidence
· Make lists of stories that could happen in real life, as in realistic fiction, and stories that could not happen in real life, as in fantasy
· Notice and write about the characteristics of fiction genres: e.g. realistic fiction, folktale, tall tale, fairy tale, fable, fantasy
· Use some academic language to talk about additional genres: tall tale, adventure story, animal story, family, friends, and school story, humorous story
· Use some academic language to talk about book additional forms: e.g. poetry collection, series book, chapter book, play, letter
· Use some academic language to talk about additional literary features: e.g. main character, time and place, events, character changes, message, dialogue
· Use some academic language to talk about additional book and print features: e.g. chapter, chapter title, dedication, author’s note, illustrator’s note
Setting
· Make notes or write descriptions to help remember important details about setting
· Write about the importance of setting to the plot of the story
Plot
· Make notes or write descriptions to help remember important details about plot
· Write summaries that include the story’s main problem and how it is resolved
· Write about the significance of events in a plot
· Recognize and write about or represent in diagrams or flowcharts aspects of narrative structure: beginning, series of episodes, events in sequential order, most exciting point in a story, and ending
· Compare the problems in different versions of the same story, rhyme, traditional tale
Characters
· Make notes or write descriptions to remember important details about characters
· Recognize and begin to write about character’s multiple dimensions: are good, kind, helpful; can make mistakes, can do bad things; can change for the better
· Express feelings such as empathy for or dislike of a character
· Discuss a problem in a story and express opinions on how characters act
· Write a prediction about what a character is likely to do next and support predictions with evidence
· Reveal character attributes as revealed through thought, dialogue, behavior, and what other say or think about them
· Describe characters’ intentions, feelings, and motivations as revealed through thought, dialogue, behavior, and what others say or think about them
· Show when characters change or learn a lesson in a story and infer reasons related to events of the plot
· Describe the relationship between a character’s actions and their consequences
· Using a graphic organizer, list characters that have predictable character traits typical of traditional literature: sly, brave, silly, wise, greedy, clever
Messages and Themes
· Write the author’s message
· Write about how the lesson in a story can be applied to people’s lives
· Write about the themes that are close to their own experiences: imagination, courage, fears, sharing, friendship, family relationships, self, nature, growing, behavior, community, responsibilities, diversity, belonging, peer relationships, loss 
· Write about the writer’s purpose in telling a story and what messages to readers the story might contain
Style and Language
· Write to show how a text is organized: time order or established sequences such as numbers, time of day, days of the week, or seasons
· Notice and write about a writer’s choice of interesting words
· Notice and write a fiction writer’s use of repetition, refrains, rhythm
· Notice and write about how an author uses literary language, including some use of metaphor and simile as well as description
Illustrations
· Write about the details found in illustrations
· Write about the characteristics (medium, style) of some illustrators

NONFICTION TEXTS:  Behaviours and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support
General 
· Notice and write about the characteristics of nonfiction genres: expository or informational nonfiction, narrative nonfiction, biography, memoir, procedural text, persuasive text, hybrid text 
Topic
· Notice and show in writing how a text is organized by main topics and subtopics
· Use graphic organizers such as webs to show how a writer puts together information related to the same topic

Organization
· Write an outline by providing summaries of information learned using headings and subheadings that reflect a text’s overall structure and simple categories
· Draw or write to show how a text is organized: time of day, days of the week, or seasons

Messages and Main Ideas
· List the significant events or ideas in an expository, informational or biographical text
· Write about connections among ideas in nonfiction texts

Illustrations/Graphics
· Notice and write about information found in simple graphics such as photo and drawing with label or caption, diagram, map 
· Reference book and print features in writing about reading: title, table of contents, chapter title, heading, sidebar; author’s note, pronunciation guide, glossary
· Notice and write to describe how the graphics in a text help explain information so ideas are clearly communicated 

Style and Language
· Recognize and draw or write about the humour in nonfiction texts
· Notice and write about elements of the writer’s craft: word choice, use of literary elements
· Notice and record a writer’s choice of interesting words
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