Topic / Subtopic / Details

In nonfiction Texts, it is important to have an idea of the overall structure and to know which information supports which topics. Topics are sometimes even broken up into subtopics, with information supporting those smaller pieces. Sometimes these topics and subtopics are separated with headings and subheadings. Keep a chart or outline to help you keep track of the information the author is presenting. 

	
Topic
	
Subtopic
	
Details


	
Cactus





	
Animals like to 
live in cacti
	
Every year animals come and make new homes
Different animals like rats, birds and bats live in the cactus

	
Cactus




	
Cacti are really 
big
	
Cacti can grow to 108 feet
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Prompts:
Check the Headings or subheadings.
What is the topic of this section?
Tell me what it is mostly about. 
What details support that subtopic?
Headings will have a larger front than subheadings. 
Source: Jennifer Serravallo, Reading Strategies Book Your Everything Guide to Developing Skilled Readers, Heinemann, 2015.
