[bookmark: _GoBack]Fountas & Pinnell Benchmarks for Instructional Levels 
F&P instructional level benchmarks for typical readers are based on students beginning grade 1 at Level A. They show roughly where students should be reading at any given point in the first three grades. 
Typical Reader Benchmarks
	
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun

	

	Gr. 1
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G

	

	Gr. 2
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K
	L

	

	Gr. 3
	L
	M
	N
	O




The following benchmarks show expected growth for students entering grade 1 who are assessed as emergent (Approaching) or pre-emergent (At Risk) according to the Emergent Reader Checklist.  
Emergent (Approaching) Reader Benchmarks
	
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun

	

	Gr. 1
	AP
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	

	Gr. 2
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K

	

	Gr. 3
	K
	L
	M
	N
	O



Pre-Emergent (At Risk) Reader Benchmarks
	
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun

	

	Gr. 1
	AR
	AP
	A
	B
	C
	D

	

	Gr. 2
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J

	

	Gr. 3
	J
	K
	L
	M
	N
	O



Note that emergent readers are expected to still be reading below grade level at the end of grades 1, but reading at an accelerated rate in grades 2 and three in order to end grade 3 reading at grade level.
Emergent readers who are progressing at a rate slower than these benchmarks will require intervention.
