F & P Word Work Continuum – Grades 1-3 (Levels A-O)
Source: Fountas and Pinnell Literacy Continuum Pre-K-8 Expanded Edition 2017
[bookmark: _GoBack] “Using your recent observations of the readers’ ability to take words apart quickly and efficiently while reading text, plan for one to three minutes of active engagement of students’ attention to letters, sounds and words. Prioritize the readers’ noticing of print features and active hands-on use of magnetic letters, a white board, word cards, or pencil and paper to promote fluency and flexibility in visual processing.” 
New skills continuum
Level A
· Recognize a few easy high-frequency words quickly (for example a, an, I, go, it) 
· Make a few easy high-frequency words (and, is, on, to)
· Write a few easy high-frequency words (and, is, on, to)
· Recognize a few easy CVC words (can, get, big, not, run)
· Make and break apart a few easy CVC words (can, get, big, not run)
· Write a few easy CVC word (can, get, big, not, run)
· Clap the syllables in one-and two syllable words (from pictures) 
· Match or sort pictures by beginning or ending sounds (car, cake, house, dress)
· Match or sort pictures by rhyming sounds at the end (man, fan, can)
· Match or sort letters by a variety of features-uppercase or lowercase; tall or short; with or without long straight lines, short straight lines, circles, tails, tunnels
· Search for and locate letters by name quickly
· Match or sort lowercase and uppercase letters (a and A, d and D)
· Read the Alphabet linking chart in different ways – singing, by letter names, pictures and words, all vowels, all consonants, letters only, backwards order, every other letter
Level B
· Continue to recognize make and write high frequency words and activities introduced at Level A above.
· Recognize letters by name and locate them in words quickly
Level C
· Recognize, make and write several high frequency and CVC words
· Hear and divide CVC words into onsets and rimes (b-ag, y-es, f-it, g-ot, f-un)
· Locate a word by recognizing the first letter and its sound
· Say and clap the syllables in words 
· Match or sort pictures with letters by beginning or ending sounds  
· Match or sort words with rhyming sounds at the end (using pictures)
· Say a word slowly and write the letter or letters related to each sound

Level D
· Write high frequency words quickly
· Add and s to a singular noun to make a plural noun
· Change the beginning phoneme of a word to make a different one-syllable word (day, may) 
· Change the ending phoneme of a word to make a different one-syllable word (men, met)
Level E
· Recognize, make, break apart and write many high frequency words 
· Make, break apart or write words using VC (if), CVC (hen) and CVCe (take) patterns
· Build and break apart words quickly with magnetic letters
· Break apart one-syllable words that begin with a consonant or a consonant cluster into onsets and rimes (bl-ack, st-ep, f-ish, st-op, j-ust)
· Add s or es to a singular noun to make a plural noun
· Change the middle phoneme in a word with three phonemes to make a new word (bag, sag)
· Read the Consonant cluster chart in different ways – singing, by letter names, pictures and words, all vowels, all consonants, letters only, backwards order, every other letter
Level F
· Recognize, make, break apart or write words with a VCe pattern and a long vowel sound (cake)
· Recognize and use contractions with not (can’t, don’t) am (I’m) and are (we’re, you’re)
· Add an inflectional ending to a word to make a new word (help/helping, help/helped)
· Read, make, break apart, write, or sort words with a consonant cluster that blends two or three consonant sounds (black, grass, spring, street)
· Recognize, make, or break apart words that begin with a consonant digraph (change, phone, shall, thirty, where)
· Read, make, or break apart words on a white board that contain double consonant letters at the end or in the middle (hill, better)
· Recognize, make, break apart, or write words with a VVC pattern including a double vowel (deer, good, room)
· Change one or more letters- a consonant, a consonant cluster, a consonant digraph, or a vowel at the beginning, middle or end of a word to make a new word (cat/bat, bat/bet, bet/best, best/chest)
Level G
· Recognize, review and write many high frequency words quickly and easily
· Recognize, make, or break apart words that begin with an initial consonant, a consonant cluster, or a consonant digraph 
· Solve words using letter sound analysis from left to right (s-t-e-p)
Level H
· Recognize and use contractions with will (I’ll, we’ll) 
· Add an apostrophe and an s to a single noun to show ownership (dog’s bone)
· Recognize, make and break apart words with double consonant letters in the middle (letter, hurry)
Level I
· Take apart a compound word (without, with, out)
· Take a part a two syllable word (other, oth-er)
· Recognize and use contractions with have (I’ve, you’ve, should’ve) 
· Recognize and use irregular plurals that change the spelling of the word (child/children)
· Recognize and use irregular plurals that change the spelling of the word (child/children)
· Read, make write and break apart one-syllable words with a variety of phonogram patterns (dog, fine, hand, near)
· Recognize and use homophones – words that have the same sound, different spellings and different meanings (no, know)
· Sort words in a variety of ways
Level J
· Take apart compound words and notice parts that appear in many compound word (somebody, someone, sometime, someday)
· Recognize and use contractions with had and would (I’d) 
· Change y to I and add es to a singular noun to make a plural noun (penny/pennies)
Level K
· Take apart compound words and notice how the parts contribute to the meaning
· Break apart two syllable words by syllable
· Recognize and use contractions with not, am, are, is, has, will, have , had and would 
· Recognize, make, and break apart words that end with a consonant cluster or a consonant digraph (band, bang, bank, help, himself, enough, knock, mouth)
· Recognize and use words with consonant letters that have no sound (lamb, light, sign)
· Contrast short and long vowel sounds in words (bit/bite, hop/hope)
· Recognize and use vowel sounds with r (chair, care, card, corn, floor)
· Hear, say, clap and identify syllables in words with three or more syllables (an-oth-er)
· Recognize and use homophone words with the same pronunciation, different spellings and different meanings there, their, they’re
· Add the suffix er or the suffix est to a word to show comparison (dark/darker/darkest)
· Sort words based on any feature 
Level L
· Add the suffix er to form a noun that names a person that does something (bake, baker, kick, kicker)
· Recognize letter patterns that look the same but represent different vowel sounds (dear, bear) as well as letter patterns that look different but represent the same vowel sound (said, bed)
· Break apart multi-syllable words by syllable
Level M
· Recognize and break apart some words with some prefixes (return, unhappy, inside, discover, nonstop)
· Work flexibly with a base word, adding or taking away one or more affixes to make a new word (write / writing / rewrite)
· Recognize and break apart words with an open syllable and a long vowel sound (o/pen, ti/ger) and a closed syllable with a short vowel sound (can/dle, din/ner, pop/corn)
· Recognize and use homophones (hay, hey) and homographs (band, count, leave)
Level N
· Make a full range of plural nouns, including regular plurals that require spelling changes and irregular plurals(church, churches, cherry, cherries, tooth, teeth)
· Take apart words with a variety of endings (calendars/calendar, chewing/ chewed,/chew, neatest/ neater/neat) and discuss how various endings change a word’s meaning or function.
· Break apart two syllable words by syllable (in/quire, treas/ure
· Identify syllables in words with three or more syllables (ad/ven/ture, prob/a/bly)
Level O
· Recognize and break apart words with vowel sounds with r (chair, care, jar, year, here, her, dirt, purple, learn, more floor, roar, pour, curious)
· Make word ladders by changing letters and / or word parts
· Recognize and use base words and affixes to derive word meaning










