Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment Conversion to Third Edition
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Purpose of F & P
· To facilitate complex skill development. 
· To inform instruction. 
What has changed
· Comprehension conversation scoring and protocols
· Updated Assessment Guide and recording forms 
· Updated benchmark assessment books with revisions to RW (Running words) and E (Errors) numbers on the bottom left hand corner of the books
· Enhanced on-line resources:  recording forms, summary forms, assessment forms, videos
· New professional development and tutorial videos to demonstrate the revised comprehension conversation and provide practice scoring with the new scoring rubric
Rationale for changes
· Refinement of scoring procedures and protocols for comprehension conversations
Improve: 
· Consistency in administrative protocols and scoring procedures within schools and across school divisions 
· Resulting in more accurate and consistent instructional reading levels, and in turn…
· Strengthening the connection between assessment and instruction
On-line forms
· The on-line resources are user friendly and easy to access: https://resources.fountasandpinnell.com  
· The code for the Fountas and Pinnell on-line resources is located in the inside front cover of the new Assessment Guide. After you log in the first time, your email address is your username. 
Accuracy Fluency and Comprehension
· 
· Diagnosis of accuracy, fluency and comprehension all need to be taken into consideration in conjunction with each other to inform instruction.
Accuracy: 
· Protocols for coding and scoring accuracy remain the same in the third edition.
· RW (Running words) and Error data has changed on some of the books, so results may be slightly different. 
Fluency:
The fluency rubric remains the same, however, it is important to remember:
· At an independent or instructional level students should read along at a reasonable pace (not too slow or too fast). At an instructional level, you can expect fluent, phrased reading. 
· On more challenging texts the reader may slow down for problem solving, but become more fluent on easier stretches of text (score 2). On texts that are too hard the process may break down so it sounds dysfluent most of the time (score 1).
· After Level E a fluency score of 0 is now automatically considered hard. 
· Use the Six dimensions of Fluency rubric  is located on curriculum connections:  https://www.lskysd.ca/ProgramsLearning/CurriculumAndInstruction/Instruction/literacy/fountasandpinnell/Pages/default.aspx (Pausing, Phrasing, Stress, Rate, Intonation, Integration)
· Remember: Some readers develop a habit of reading very slow reading and may read with high accuracy. Some may gloss over errors or make careless errors, sounding fluent, but reading with low accuracy. Each of these readers needs different fluency instruction.
Comprehension: 
The intent of the new process is to make a stronger connection between assessment and instruction: “As you circle the scores on the recording form be sure you have clear evidence of understanding as this score will be an important indicator of the kind of teaching you will need to do later.” Goal is to take the stance of a listener who draws out the child’s articulation of thinking about the book. Continue to use open-ended prompts. 
· New scoring key on the recording form
· New comprehension rubric
· Scoring key and rubric are used in combination
· Different comprehension rubric for Levels A-K and Levels L-Z
· Both rubrics have a 0 to 3 scale that matches the scoring key and both include different criteria for fiction and nonfiction texts
· Locate rubrics on website:  https://resources.fountasandpinnell.com  
· Levels A-K: Two categories (within the text, beyond and about combined) 
· Levels L-Z:  Three categories (within, beyond, and about the text) 
· Do not use leading questions. Continue to use open ended prompts: “Talk about”, “Talk more about”. Let’s Talk about it! Handout located on Curriculum Connections includes possible open-ended prompts
· Use the Guidelines for Standardizing the Administration of the Comprehension Conversation Handout. (summary below)
Within the text:  
· Children must be able to identify all, or nearly all, of the most important events, ideas, and or information in a text as well as communicate them to you in an organized way. Use the rubric to assess their ability to do this. 
· Remember:  A good summary tells only the most important information, is organized to clearly convey the meaning, and in the student’s own words. 
Beyond the text:  Deeper meaning
· In levels L-Z children are asked to communicate the deeper messages or big ideas of a book they just read. You are looking for a global message outside the book and beyond the text. 
Scoring comprehension:
· Remember:  Scoring key on recording form is not designed to count the number of correct answers in each category.  Instead: Make an overall judgement using the evidence in each of the areas to determine level of proficiency. 
· At levels A-K the total possible score is 6 points: 3 for within and 3 for beyond and about the text. 
· At levels L-Z the total possible score is 9 points: 3 for Within, 3 for Beyond, and 3 for About.
· Add up sub scores and use the guide on the recording form to determine final score.  
Comprehension Prompts:
· Summary of prompts from BAS kits 1 and 2 handouts can be used for assessment and instruction.  
· Use prompts with an alternate levelled book if student has already been assessed with the books in the kit 
Academic Language
· The demands for academic language gradually increase over time—using terminology such as author, illustrator, front and back cover, chapter, topic, caption, heading, diagram and table of contents.  Remember to include these terms in your instruction and use the skills continuum to identify expectations by level. 
Summary of Handout: Guidelines for Standardizing the Administration of the Comprehension Conversation
Before:
· Know the books well
· Read the key understandings and prompts so you are familiar with them. It is not essential to use all prompts with every student.
· Familiarize yourself with the rubrics for scoring
· Explain to students that you will be asking them to share their thinking about what they read 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you are using an alternate book and the comprehension prompts summary docs prepare question ahead of time that align with the selected text. 
During: 
· Encouraging tone
· Wait time
· Be concise and avoid leading questions
· Use “Say more about that” prompt (once) when student gives very short answer
· Avoid repeating what the child says
· Only paraphrase a prompt once
· Avoid paraphrasing in a way that gives the answer
· Try not alter the intention of the prompt when paraphrasing
· Avoid directing the child to a particular part in the book to answer a question unless prompted to examine an illustration or graphic
· Allow the student to look back but if the student begins to read the book again, stop her by saying “can you talk about that in your own words.”
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