Level 4 	Fountas & Pinnell Writing Skills Continuum 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]This document contains a summary of new skills introduced at Level 4 including Purpose, Genre & Craft, Conventions and Writing about Reading. Level 4 corresponds with Fountas and Pinnell reading levels P-S. 

PURPOSE AND GENRE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
NARRATIVE
· Select  and write personal experiences as small moments or experiences and share thinking and feeling about them 
· Describe and develop a setting and how it is related to the writer’s experiences
· Write an ending that fits the piece
· Use small experiences to communicate a bigger message
· Create a series of vignettes that together communicate a bigger message
· Show a character trying to do something add details and setting as significant, show how character develops (character learns or changes).
· Experiment with literary language (powerful nouns and verbs, figurative language)
· Experiment with different time structures (for example single day flashback
· Use only the important part of the narrative, eliminating unnecessary information
· Imply or state the importance of the story

Short fiction (short story, short realistic fiction or historical fiction)
· Develop an interesting story with believable characters and a realistic or fantastic plot
· Take the point of view of one character by seeing the situation through his or her eyes
· Develop a plot that includes tension and one or more scenes
· Take points of view by writing in first or third person
· Begin with a compelling lead to capture the reader’s attention
· Write a believable and satisfying ending to the story
· With fantasy include imaginative character, setting and plot elements

INFORMATIONAL
Literary non fiction
· Use headings and subheadings to organize different parts of a text 
· Include features (for example, table of contents, boxes of facts set off from the text, diagrams, charts) and other tools (for example glossary) to provide information to the reader
· Keep the audience and their interests and likely  background knowledge in mind
· Present information in categories or some other logical order
· Include facts, figures and graphics
· Use organizational structures (for example, compare and contrast, cause and effect, temporal sequence, problem and solution and description)
· Use literary language to make topic interesting topics
· Add information to a narrative text to make it informational 
Expository Nonfiction
· Select topics of interest
· Write an effective lead paragraph and conclusion
· Present information in categories
· Write with a focus on a topic  including several aspects (report)
· Write with a focus on one aspect of a topic  (feature article)
· Use italics for stress or emphasis as appropriate
· Use quotes from experts (written texts, speeches, or interviews)
· Include facts, statistics, examples and anecdotes
· Use descriptive and specific vocabulary
· Use new vocabulary specific to the topic
· Use parentheses to explain further 
Biography
· Select important events to include and exclude extraneous events and details
· Describe a subject’s important decisions and turning point
· Choose a subject and state a reason for the selection
· Describe the subject by what she did or said as well as others’ opinions
· Show the significance of the subject
· Include dialogue as appropriate
· Tell events in chronological or in some other logical order (for example, categories)
POETIC
· Write a variety of types of poems
· Use white space and line breaks to communicate the meaning and tone of the poem
· Understand the role of line breaks, white space for pause breath or emphasis
· Shape words on the page to look like a poem
· Use words to convey messages
· Use word to convey strong feelings
· Write with detail and create images
· Select topics that are significant and help readers see in a new way
· Select topics that have strong meaning
· Write a poetic text in response to another poem reflecting the same style, topic, mood or voice
· Write a poetic text in response to prose texts, either narrative or informational
· Remove extra words to clarify the meaning and make the writing more powerful
· Use repetition, refrain, rhythm and other poetic techniques 
· Use words to show not tell
· Choose a title that communicate the meaning of the poem 
FUNCTIONAL – LABELS, LETTER, LISTS AND PROCEDURES
· Write a card, note, invitation or friendly letter with a specific purpose in mind
· Write to a known audience or a specific reader
· Include important information in the communication
· Address the audience appropriately
· Vary level of formality appropriate to purpose and audience
· Write letters with all required parts
· Write letters to an author that demonstrate appreciation for and thinking about texts that the individual has written
· Write letters to an illustrator that demonstrate noticing details and style and appreciation for the art
· Write persuasive letters
CRAFT
_____________________________________________________________________________________
ORGANIZATION
Text Structure
· Write using the structure of exposition –a nonnarrative, with facts and information ordered in a logical way
· Write using the structure of narrative—characters involved in a plot, with events ordered by time
· Choose a narrative or informational genre and organize the text appropriately
Beginnings, Endings, Titles
· Use a variety of beginnings to engage the reader (for example, surprise, circular story)
· Begin with a purposeful and engaging lead
· Bring a piece to closure with a concluding statement
· End an informational piece with a thoughtful or enlightening conclusion
· End a narrative with a problem solution and a satisfying conclusion
· Understand that narratives can begin at the beginning, middle or end
Presentation of Ideas
· Present ideas clearly and in logical sequence or categories
· Clearly show topics and subtopics and indicate them with headings and subheadings in expository writing
· Introduce titles followed by supportive details and examples
· Support ideas with facts, details, examples and explanations from multiple authorities
· Use paragraphs to organize ideas
· Use well-crafted transitions to support the pace and flow of the writing
· Use a variety of underlying structures to present different kinds of contrast, problem and solution, cause and effect
· Show steps in enough detail that a reader can follow a sequence
· Use time appropriately as an organizing tool
· Organize information according to purpose 

IDEA DEVELOPMENT
· Provide details that are accurate, relevant, interesting and vivid
· Hold the reader’s attention with clear focused content
· Engage the reader with ideas that show strong knowledge of the topic

LANGUAGE USE 
· Use variety in sentence structures and lengths
· Vary sentence length to create feeling or mood
· Use language typical of written texts, sometimes imitating writers of books
· Use concrete sensory details and descriptive language to develop plot (tension and problem resolution) and setting in memoir, biography, and fiction
· Use language to show feelings of characters
· Use a variety of transitions and connections (words, phrases, sentences and paragraphs) 
· Arrange simple and complex sentences for an easy flow and sentence transition
· Use examples to make meaning clear
· Use language to elicit feelings
· Use words in figurative ways to make comparisons (simile, metaphor)
· Use language to establish a point of view
· Use language and style as appropriate to audience and purpose
· Write in both first and third person and understand the differences in effect so as to choose appropriately
· Understand the differences between first and third person
· Select a point of view with which to tell a story
· Use dialogue and action to draw readers into the story

WORD CHOICE
· Select precise words to reflect the intended message or meaning 
· Use strong verbs (active rather than passive, and more descriptive or interesting than words typically used, for example, hurled instead of threw)
· Use strong nouns (more descriptive or interesting than words typically used; for example, matriarch instead of mother) 
· Use memorable or vivid words(gigantic, desperate)
· Use figurative language to make comparisons (simile, metaphor)
· Use colourful modifiers and style as appropriate to audience and purpose
· Choose words with the audience’s background knowledge and purpose in mind
· Use words that convey an intended mood or effect
VOICE
· State information in a unique or unusual  way
· Write in a way that shows care and commitment to the topic
· Share thoughts through inner dialogue
· Use punctuation to support voice or tell the reader how to read the text (commas, ellipses, dashes, colons)
· Show enthusiasm and energy for the topic 
· Produce expository writing that is persuasive and well-constructed, and reveals the stance of the writer toward the topic
· Produce narratives that are engaging, honest and reveal the person behind the writing
· Include details that add to the voice
· Use dialogue selectively to communicate the voice

CONVENTIONS
____________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT LAYOUT
· Use and understand the layout of print and illustrations are important to conveying the meaning of a text
· Use and Understand that size of text conveys meaning in printed text
· Use indentations or spacing to set off paragraphs

GRAMMAR
Sentence Structure
· Use conventional sentence structure for compound sentences with embedded clauses
· Use a range of sentence types (declarative, interrogative, exclamatory) 
· Write complete sentences with noun and verb
· Place clauses in sentences
· Place phrases in sentences
· Write simple and compound sentences
· Sometimes vary sentence structure and length for reasons of craft
· Write sentences in past, present, future, present perfect, and past perfect tenses
Parts of Speech 
(Levels 4,5)
· Use prepositions and prepositional phrases, adjectives and adverbs correctly
· Use nouns and adjectives and adverbs correctly 
· Use objective and nominative case pronouns correctly (me, him, her, I, he, she)
· Use indefinite and relative pronouns correctly (everyone, both, who, whom)
· Use verbs that are often misused (lie, lay, rise, raise)
· Use verb and objects that are often misused ([verb] to her and me, she and I)
Tense  
(Levels 4, 5, 6)
· Write sentences in past, present, future, present perfect and past perfect tenses
· Maintain consistency of tense

PARAGRAPHING
(Levels 4, 5, 6)
· Understand and use paragraph structure (indented or block) to organize sentences that focus on one idea
· Create transitions between paragraphs to show the progression of ideas
· Understand and use paragraphing to show speaker change in dialogues

CAPITALIZATION
· Use capital letters appropriately to capitalize days, months, places, holidays, city names and titles of books
· Use capitalization for specialized functions (emphasis, key information, voice)
· Use more complex capitalization with accuracy, such as abbreviations and quotation marks in split dialogue

PUNCTUATION
· Consistently use periods, exclamation points, and question marks as ending marks
· Learn about the possibility of using punctuation and its effect on readers by studying mentor texts
· Notice effective or unusual use of punctuation marks by authors 
· Try out new ways of using punctuation
· Use dashes to indicate a longer pause or slow down the reading to emphasize particular information
· Use commas and quotation marks correctly in writing interrupted and uninterrupted dialogue
· Use brackets to set aside a different idea or kind of information
· Use colons to indicate something is explained or described
· Use commas and parentheses to set off parenthetical information
· Use hyphens to divide words
· Use indentations to identify paragraphs

SPELLING
· Correctly spell a large number of high frequency words (500+) words with a wide range of plurals, and base words with inflectional endings
· Use a range of spelling strategies to take apart and spell multisyllable words (word parts, connections to known words, complex sound to letter cluster relationships)
· Spell complex plurals correctly (knife, knives; woman, women, sheep, sheep)
· Be aware of the spelling of common suffixes (ion, ment)
· Spell a full range of contractions, plurals and possessives, and compound words
· Spell two or three syllable words
· Use difficult homophones (their, there) correctly

HANDWRITING / WORD PROCESSING
(Levels 4, 5, 6)
· Write fluently and legibly in cursive handwriting with appropriate spacing
· Use word processor to get ideas down revise, edit and publish
· Use efficient keyboarding skills to create drafts, revise, edit and publish
· Show familiarity with computer and word-processing terminology
· Create website entries and articles with appropriate text layout, graphics and access to information through searching
· Make wide use of computer skills in presenting text.

WRITE ABOUT READING

Fiction texts General
· Make notes about a text as evidence to support opinions and statements in discussion and writing
· Provide evidence from the text or from personal experience to support written statements about a text
· Draw and write about connections between the ideas in texts and their own life experiences
· Make notes and rite longer responses to indicate acquisition of new information and ideas from a text
· Write an interpretation of a story, a nonfiction text, or of illustrations understanding that there can be more than one interpretation
· Write statements that reflect understanding of both the text body and the graphics or illustrations and how the two are integrated
· Write to explore the writer’s purpose and response and response toward a story
· Notice and write about the characteristics of fiction genres: eg., realistic fiction, historical fiction, folktale, tall-tale, fairy tale, fable, fantasy, and some special types of fiction (adventure story, animal story, humorous story, family, friends and school story) 
· Use some academic language to talk about genres: fiction, folktale, fairy tale, fable, tall tale, adventure, animal story, realistic fiction, traditional literature, historical fiction, fantasy
· Use some academic language to talk about literary features: e.g. beginning, ending, problem, solution, main character, events, character change, message, dialogue, setting, flashback, conflict, resolution, theme, descriptive language, simile
· Notice and write to identify multiple points of view in a text
Characters
· Describe relationships between characters as revealed through dialogue and behavior
Style and Language
· Demonstrate a beginning awareness of symbolism
· Notice and write about the narrator of a text and how the narrator changes if applicable.
Non fiction texts General
· Write questions or notes about confusions to address during discussion
· Make notes and write longer responses to indicate acquisitions of new information and ideas from a text
· Write statements that reflect understanding of both the text body and the graphics or illustrations and how the two are integrated
· Use names of specific genres accurately when writing about them
· Use some academic language to talk about genres (nonfiction, informational book, factual text, personal memory story, biography, autobiography, narrative, nonfiction, memoir, procedural text, persuasive text 
· Use some academic language to talk about forms (picture book, poem, poetry, nursery rhyme, rhyme, song, poetry collections, series book, play, letter, sequel, limerick, haiku, concrete poetry, diary entry, journal entry, news article, feature article
· Use some academic language to talk about literary features
· Use some academic language to talk about book and print features
· Write about or critique a writer’s use of nonfiction text features:  titles, table of contents, headings, subheadings, sidebars, labels, legends, captions
Topic
· Outline the main topic of a book and its subtopics
· Use graphic organizers such as webs to show how a nonfiction writer puts together information related to the same topic or subtopic
· Describe the relationship between ideas and content (larger topic and subtopics) in an expository nonfiction text
Organization
· Notice and write about an author’s use of underlying structural patterns to organize information and sometimes apply the same structure to writing nonfiction texts:  description, temporal sequence question and answer, cause and effect, chronological sequence, compare and contrast, problem and solution, categorization
· Clearly explain the steps in a process or event (for a text with chronological or temporal sequence or a procedural text
Messages and Main ideas
· Write to compare and expand understanding of content and ideas from academic disciplines across texts
Accuracy
· Critically examine the quality or accuracy of the text providing evidence in writing for opinions
Illustrations and graphics
· Notice and make note of significant information from illustrations
· Write summaries reflecting understanding of graphic features, labels, heading, subheadings, sidebars, legends 
· Write about the characteristics (medium, style) of the work of some illustrators
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