Possible Writing Conference Questions


Questions to support thinking about content and message:
Does your writing have a clear message? 
Can you tell me more about your thinking? [how or why you decided to write this]  
Who is your audience?  What or why might they need or want to know about your topic?  
What is the most important idea or phrase in your piece?  Why?   
Which sentence in your piece conveys your message the best?  [highlight it]  If it is a group of sentences, can you write one clear sentence that captures your key ideas. 
Can you take out the parts where you tell me what you are going to say and just state your message directly.   
Does the detail connect to your message?  How?  Is it needed?  
Are there details from your personal knowledge and experience or other sources that you could include that would help explain or elaborate.   

Questions to support thinking about organization:
How are your ideas organized? 
Can you read me what you have written so far? [add sentence breaks if needed].  
Are there sentences that say almost the same thing?  
Could you combine them or keep the one that says it the best? 
How does the way your ideas are organized help your reader understand your message?
Are your opening and closing sentences strong and connected?   
Whose voice are you writing in? 
What is the tone of your writing?
Are you writing in the past, now, or in the future? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Is this consistent throughout the piece? 
What do you like about what you have written? 
What parts do you think need revising or editing? 
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