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This document contains a summary of new skills introduced at Levels 7 & 8 including Purpose, Genre & Craft, Conventions and Write about Reading. Levels 7 &8 correspond with Fountas and Pinnell reading levels Y & Z. 

PURPOSE AND GENRE
_____________________________________________________________________________________

NARRATIVE
Short fiction (short story, short realistic fiction or historical fiction)
· Describe and develop believable and appealing characters
· Show characters motivations by how they look, what they do, say, and think and what others say about them.
· Use elements of fantasy and/or science to write a story

Biography – Biographical sketch
· Reveal the writer’s own point of view by selection and reporting of information or by writing an afterword or foreword
· Make the subject “come to life” but understand that adding any undocumented information fictionalizes the biography to an extent
· Select important events to include and exclude extraneous events and details
· Describe subject’s important decisions, and show how those decisions influenced his or her life or the lives  of others

INFORMATIONAL
Literary non fiction
· Add information to a narrative text to make it informational
· Experiment with embedding genres within a text (hybrid text)
Expository Nonfiction
· Select topics that are interesting and substantive
· Write an effective lead paragraph and conclusion
· Present information in categories organized logically
· Write multiple paragraphs with smooth transitions
· Write with a focus on a topic including several aspects (report)
· Write with a focus on one aspect of a topic (feature article)
· Avoid bias and/or present perspectives and counter perspectives on a topic
· Be aware of purpose and stance
· Write with a wide audience in mind
Essay
· Write a logical thoughtful ending that sometimes repeats the point
POETIC
· Observe closely to capture sensory images in poetry
· Write a variety of poetic texts (e.g. ballad, ode, parody)

FUNCTIONAL – LABELS, LETTER, LISTS AND PROCEDURES
Extended responses, essay, test, short answer
· State a point of view and provide evidence

CRAFT
__________________________________________________________
ORGANIZATION
· End a narrative with a believable problem resolution and satisfying conclusion
LANGUAGE USE 
· Show through language instead of telling or commentary
· Use language to elicit feelings
· Write in both first and third person 
· Experiment with using language for satire

WORD CHOICE
· Select and write appropriate words to convey intended meaning
VOICE
· Engage in self-reflection to reveal the writer’s unique perspective
· Communicate informational text with voice

CONVENTIONS
_____________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT LAYOUT
· Understand that layout of print and illustrations are important in conveying the meaning of the text.
GRAMMAR
· Sometimes vary sentence structure and length for reasons of craft

Parts of Speech
· Correctly use verb and objects that are often misused [(verb] to her and me; she and I [verb])
Tense
· Write sentences in past, present, future, present perfect and past perfect tenses and future perfect tenses

CAPITALIZATION
· Use capitalization correctly in uninterrupted dialogue

 PUNCTUATION
· Make purposeful choices for punctuation to reveal the intended meaning


WRITE ABOUT READING
_____________________________________________________________________________________

· Letter essays that include a structured, multi-paragraph, personal response featuring an in-depth analysis of one book
· Photo essays or picture essays explaining a topic or representing a setting or plot
· Critiques or analyses of informational articles

FICTION TEXTS
General
· Use slang or author invented words in writing about reading that demonstrates understanding of these words
· Record and categorize text by theme and content , genre, author or other criteria
· Use some academic language to talk about genres hybrid text, epic, satire/parody, horror story, romance story
· Use some academic language to talk about forms: free verse, ballad, epic/saga
· Use some academic language to talk about literary features: circular plot, parallel plots, protagonist, antagonist, tone, irony, round and flat characters 
· Recognize and write analytically about a writer’s use of satire, parody
· Recognize and write about bias and identify a writer’s point of view
· Write critiques of bias, stereotypes, prejudice, misrepresentation, sexism and racism found in texts
· Appreciate and comment on how artistic and symbolic design feature ( e.g. margins, chapter headings, illumination) contribute to the meaning, effectiveness, and artistic qualities of texts
Characters
· Write about the attributes of fully developed (round) characters that are flat (do not change over time) but may be important to the conflict resolution
· Write about the attributes of fully developed (round) characters that have multiple dimensions and change over time
Messages and Themes
· Write about underlying political messages in fiction texts
· Write meaningfully and deeply about social issues, both local and global, as revealed through character, plot, and setting
Style and Language
· Recognize and write about a writer’s use of allegory or monologue in a text
· Write the meaning of a monologue

NONFICTION TEXTS
General
· Notice book and print features and write to explore their meaning and refer to them in writing as appropriate: e.g. title and subtitle, author’s name and pen portrait, preface, foreword, introduction, acknowledgements, dedication, cover blurb, endorsement, quotations from reviews, letters from readers, dateline, table of contents, epigraph, glossary, notes, epilogue, illustrations, decorative borders, and papers, dust cover, author’s note, appendix
· Use some academic language to talk about forms:  picture book, poem, poetry, nursery rhyme, song, poetry collections, series book, play, letter, sequel, limerick, haiku, concrete poetry, diary entry, journal entry, news, article, feature articles, narrative poetry, photo essay, speech, lyrical poetry, free verse, ballad, epic/saga
· Form and record questions in response to important information 
· Describe and critique a writer’s use of persuasion and how the writer supports argument with evidence
· Identify and write about contradictions (statements that disagree with each other) in nonfiction text
· Recognize and write about bias in a nonfiction text and identify the writer’s point of view
· Write critiques of nonfiction text focusing on bias, stereotypes, prejudice, misrepresentation, sexism or racism, and identifying the author’s point of view
· Appreciate and comment on how artistic and symbolic design features (margins, chapter headings, illumination) contribute to the meaning, effectiveness and artistic qualities of texts 
Topic
· Write about how graphics and text are carefully placed in a nonfiction text to effectively communicate ideas
Organization
· Explore through writing alternative ways to organize an informational text
Messages and ideas
· Write an in depth analysis of social issues, both local and global, as revealed through facts, arguments, conclusions, and opinions
Style and language
· Appreciate and write about the value of embedded primary and secondary sources within a text
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