Level 6 	Fountas & Pinnell Writing Skills Continuum 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
This document contains a summary of new skills introduced at Level 6 including Purpose, Genre & Craft, and Conventions and Write About Reading. Level 6 corresponds with Fountas and Pinnell reading levels V-Y. 

PURPOSE AND GENRE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
NARRATIVE
Memoir
· Use only the important details and parts of the narrative, eliminating unnecessary information
· Describe self and others by how they look,  what they do, say and feel and what others say about them
· Use literary language (powerful nouns and verbs, figurative language)
· Use only the important details and parts of the narrative, eliminating unnecessary information
· Create an internal structure that begins with a purposeful lead
· Develop characters (self and others and show how and why they change
· Select “small moments” or experiences and share thinking about them in a way that communicates a larger meaning
· Write with imagery so the reader understands the feelings of the writer or others
· Write an ending that communicates the larger meaning of the memoir

Short fiction (short story, short realistic fiction or historical fiction)
· Write a believable (realistic or consistent within a fantasy)and satisfying ending to the story
· With fantasy develop a consistent imagery world
· Describe and develop believable characters
· Write in third person to show another point of view
· Show rather than tell how characters feel
· Use dialogue skillfully in ways that show character’s traits and feelings
· Compose a narrative with setting, dialogue, plot or conflict, main characters, specific details, and a satisfying ending
· Develop a plot that is believable and engaging to readers
· Move the plot along with action
· Show readers how the setting is important to the problem of the story
· Experiment with difficult literary features such as imagery or personification
· Experiment with satire or irony


Biography – Biographical sketch
· Reveal the reasons for omitting significant parts of the subject’s life (for example focusing only on childhood or the presidential years)
· Create interest in the subject by selecting and reporting of information in an engaging way
· Reveal the subject’s feelings by describing actions or using quotes
· Include dialogue as appropriate but understand that adding any undocumented information fictionalizes the biography to an extent
· Reveal the writer’s own point of view by selection and reporting of information

INFORMATIONAL
Literary nonfiction
· Write with the audience and their interests and background knowledge in mind
· Present details and information in categories or some other logical order
· Include facts, figures and graphics as appropriate
· Help readers think in new ways about a subject or topic
Expository Nonfiction
· Select topics that are interesting to the writer
· Write with a wider audience in mind
· Accurately document reports and articles with references, footnotes, and citations
· Include a bibliography of references, in appropriate style, to support a report or article
Essay
· Begin with a title or opening that tells the reader what is being explained—a clearly stated thesis
· Provide a series of clear arguments or reasons to support the argument
· Provide details, examples, and images that develop and support the thesis
· Include illustrations, charts, or diagrams to inform or persuade the reader
· Use “expert testimony” or quotes to support a point of view
· Use opinions supported by facts
· Write a logical thoughtful ending
· Write well-crafted sentences that express the writer’s convictions
POETIC
· Understand and use line breaks, white space for pause breath or emphasis
· Use words to evoke imagery and feelings
· Select the form appropriate to the meaning and purpose of the poem
· Select subjects that have strong meaning for the writer
· Write a strong ending to a poem
· Choose language and images as a basis for writing poetry
· Help readers see the world in a new way
· Use poetry for persuasion
· Use symbolism
FUNCTIONAL – LABELS, LETTER, LISTS AND PROCEDURES
Formal letters
· Write to a specified audience that may be an individual or an organization or a group
Test writing
· Read and internalize the qualities of responses that will score high on a test
· Write a clear and focused response that will be easy for the evaluator to understand
· Respond to a text in a way that reflects analytic or aesthetic thinking
· Restate a claim with further evidence
· State alternate points of view and critically analyze the evidence for each
Hybrid texts (mixed genres)
· Transition smoothly from one tense to another
CRAFT
___________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION
Text Structure
· Organize the text appropriately as a narrative or informational piece
· Organize the information to fit the purpose of the piece (persuasive, entertaining, informative)
· Vary organizational structures to add interest to the piece (temporal sequence, story within story, flashback, flash-forward, mixture of narrative and expository text

Beginnings, Endings, Titles
· Begin with an engaging and purposeful lead that sets the tone for the piece
· Bring the piece to closure, to a logical conclusion, through an ending or summary statement
· Decide whether a piece is unbiased or persuasive and use the decision to influence the lead and development of ideas
· Engage readers’ interest by presenting a problem, conflict, interesting person, or surprising information
· Bring a narrative text to a satisfying problem resolution and concluding scene

Presentation of Ideas
· Use well-crafted paragraphs to organize ideas
· Put important information ideas together to communicate about a topic (categories)
· Establish a main or controlling ideas that establishes perspective on the topic
· Build tension by slowing down or speeding up scenes
· Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence
· Write informative texts to examine a topic and convey ideas through the election, organization and analysis of relevant content
· Present reports that are clearly organized with introduction, facts and details to illustrate the important ideas, logical conclusions and common expository structures (compare and contrast, temporal sequence, established sequence, cause and effect, problem and solution, description)
· Use language to foreshadow the ending

IDEA DEVELOPMENT
· Use a variety of ways to focus a subject (time and thematic)

LANGUAGE USE 
· Write in first, second, and third person to create different effects
· Use repetition of word, phrase or sentence to create a particular effect
· Use a variety of forms of figurative language such as alliteration, hyperbole, personification or onomatopoeia
· Vary sentence length and take risks in grammar to achieve an intended effect
· Write phrases and sentences that are striking and memorable
· Use linking words and phrases to connect opinion and reasons
· Use dialogue and action to draw readers into the story

WORD CHOICE
· Use repetition to create a particular effect
· Vary word choice to create interesting descriptions and dialogue
VOICE
· Use punctuation to support voice or tell the reader how to read the text (commas, ellipses, dashes, colons Share thoughts, feelings, inner conflict and convictions through inner dialogue
· Write texts that have energy
· Write with a cadence that reveals the individualistic style of the writer

CONVENTIONS
____________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT LAYOUT
· Indicate the structure of the text through variety in layout and print characteristics including titles, headings and subheadings
· Use a full range of print characteristics to communicate meaning (white space, layout, italics, bold, font size and style, icons)
· Indicate the importance of information through layout and print characteristics

GRAMMAR
Sentence Structure
· Write a variety of complex sentences using conventions of word order and punctuation
Parts of Speech
· Use correct verb agreement (tense, plurality, verb to object)
· Use nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, and prepositions, in agreement and in conventional order within sentences
Tense
(Levels 4, 5 6)
· Write sentences in past, present, future, present perfect and past perfect tenses
· Maintain consistency of tense

PARAGRAPHING
(Levels 4, 5, 6)
· Understand and use paragraph structure (indented or block) to organize sentences that focus on one idea
· Create transitions between paragraphs to show the progression of ideas
· Understand and use paragraphing to show speaker change in dialogues

CAPITALIZATION
· Use more complex capitalization with increasing accuracy, such as abbreviations and within quotation marks
· Use capital letters for all proper nouns
· Use capitalization correctly within titles and headings

PUNCTUATION
· Appropriately punctuate heading, sidebars and titles

SPELLING
· Understand that many words come from other languages and have Greek or Latin roots
· Use word origin to assist in spelling and expanding writing vocabulary

HANDWRITING / WORD PROCESSING
(Levels 4, 5, 6)
· Write fluently and legibly in cursive handwriting with appropriate spacing
· Use word processor to get ideas down revise, edit and publish
· Use efficient keyboarding skills to create drafts, revise, edit and publish
· Show familiarity with computer and word-processing terminology
· Create website entries and articles with appropriate text layout, graphics and access to information through searching
· Make wide use of computer skills in presenting text.
Level 6
· Make wide use of computer skills in presenting text.(tables, graphics, multimedia)
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WRITE ABOUT READING
____________________________________________________________________________________
· Graphic representations of structures such as parallel and circular plots
· Letters to newspapers or magazine editors in response to articles
· Literary essays that present ideas about a text and may include examples and a summary of the text
Fiction Texts General
· Write logically organized summaries that include the important information in a nonfiction text, the conclusions, and the larger message
· Use some academic language to talk about forms 
· Use some academic language to talk about literary features:  character development, supporting character, point of view, episode climax, rising action, falling action, time-lapse, story-within-a-story, mood personification, symbol, symbolism, first-person narrative, third-person narrative
· Recognize and write analytically about an ambiguous ending of a fiction text
· Write critiques of fiction texts, focusing on authenticity of characters, portrayal of current or past issues, voice, tone, accuracy of setting
Messages and Themes
· Infer and write the larger messages and sometimes moral lessons of fiction texts
· Notice and write about theme based on various forms of conflict in a narrative:  character, character vs. self, character vs. nature, character vs. society, character vs. supernatural
Style and Language
· Appreciate and write about the value of embedded primary and secondary sources
· Write about how an author uses subtest (implications) to say one thing but mean another
· Recognize and write about a fiction writer’s use of irony
· Notice and write about an author’s intentional use of language that violates conventional grammar to provide authentic dialogue and achieve the desired voice
Illustrations
· Write about the illustrations contribute to the impact of the writer’s message

NONFICTION TEXTS
General
· Record notes to navigate long and complex texts when checking opinions and theories in preparation for writing longer pieces
· Write about changes in opinions based on new information or insights gained from fiction or nonfiction texts
· Write an interpretation of a story, a nonfiction text, or of illustrations with the understanding that there can be more than one interpretation
· Write about moral lessons derived from inferring across several nonfictions
· Record and categorize texts by content, genre, author, or other criteria
· Use some academic language to talk about forms: news article, feature article, narrative poetry, photo essay, speech, lyrical poetry, free verse, ballad
· Use some academic language to talk about literary features: beginning, ending, problem, solution, question and answer, topic, events, message, dialogue, description, time order, setting, main idea, comparison and contrast, descriptive language, simile, cause and effect, categorization, persuasive language, temporal sequence, chronological sequence, subject, argument, mood, personification, symbol, symbolism, first-person narrative, third-person narrative, second person narrative
· Critique a text’s quality of writing, organization, clarity and authenticity, 
· Write about how layout contributes to the meaning and quality of a nonfiction text
Topic
· Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write about the topic
· Understand how headings and subheadings are used to define topics and subtopics
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