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Mindfulness of F&P’s Purpose
Please keep in mind that the F&P is diagnostic, not a test.  The goal is to gain the most accurate picture of how the student reads.  The goal is not to for the student to attain the highest possible level on the test.
As a diagnostic, please keep in mind that accurate results are highly reliant on student comfort and are easily skewed by student stress.  Students must read naturally and share what they are thinking.  Students who are focused on giving right answers or saying what they think the teacher wants will not reveal how they read.

Preparing for the F&P
Know what books your students are reading and know how well they are reading them.  This will help you find the right book to start F&P testing.  
Find a space to run the F&P that offers few interruptions and is comfortable for you and the student.  Hallways generally don’t meet this requirement (sorry) if there are frequent passersby.  A corner of your classroom may depending on your classroom procedures.
Read the books in the F&P box, or skim them again, so you are familiar with them.  The comprehension conversation relies of your knowledge of the books, not your reading of the answer key.

Selection of Students	
Almost all grade 1-3 students across Living Sky will take part in an F&P session with their classroom teacher.  There are a few exceptions, further outlined in the supplementary document entitled “Should I Run the F&P with This Student?”.
· Students with an IIP (even a level 2 IIP) are not automatically exempted.  Students will be exempted who have specific developmental, cognitive, or other disorders that make the F&P technically impossible to administer.  Examples include low-functional ASD, severe aphasia, and being non-verbal.
· Students with a CFR score are not automatically exempted unless they have absolutely no English reading or speaking abilities.
· Students who are absent during the testing window will have to be assessed upon their return to school.



Administering the F&P
F&P is a one-on-one dialogue about books.  If it doesn’t feel like a conversation, you may not be getting accurate information from the student.  Be mindful of this.
Detailed procedures for administering the F&P can be found in the F&P Assessment Guide.  Your literacy coach is also an excellent resource.
It appears that most students remember F&P books for over a year after reading them.  Ideally, a student will not be assessed on a book they previously read.  This will almost assuredly result in a scoring of Independent when this is not accurate to the reader.  If the student has already read both books at a given level, consult the LLI teacher or coach to select an LLI book or alternative.
Remember that the comprehension conversation is for learning what the student is thinking, not for the student to give right answers.  Probing with “What else do you think… ?” or “Tell me more about that,” is not prompting and is encouraged if a student is reluctant to speak.
If a student makes sufficient errors to drop below 90% in accuracy, use your judgement as to whether to stop the reading.  Record “<90%” as the Accuracy score, but only if you intend to use this as the next teaching level (read Entering Data for further explanation).

Finding AN Instructional Level
In previous years, teachers were asked to find the highest Instructional level.  This is no longer the case.  Do not intentionally find the Independent level first.  Do not test through Instructional levels until you find Frustrational.  Find the first Instructional level you come to and stop testing.  Finding an Instructional level means that you have found the zone of proximal development, where a student learns best.
Any level within this zone is the right answer, if the assessment was administered correctly.  Pushing to find the highest level in the zone causes two issues.  The first is that you increase the risk of setting instruction at a reading level where there are too many gaps in the student’s continuum of skills (see the F&P Reading Continuum document).  Progress from this level will be overly slow, and the student is at higher risk of stalling in their reading growth.  Internal data also shows that there’s a greater summer loss in reading levels when a student was pushed in the spring to the highest instructional level.
The second issue is related to testing.  If a student is pushed to the highest level, they will have to read more books and be tested longer.  This increases the risk of testing fatigue, where the next level isn’t an accurate measure of literacy.  It also means that fewer books are available to the student the next time they’re tested, since F&P relies on a cold read.  Students who’ve been pushed to the highest level are more likely to regress, meaning they have to be re-tested at previous levels, but are limited in their book choices, which impacts the quality of the assessment.


Emergent Readers
Some students are emergent readers, they find books at level A too hard.  Students who are emergent readers should not be tested using the F&P.
F&P testing windows are consciously set at least a few weeks into the school year to give teachers time to observe student reading in the classroom.  In many cases, it becomes apparent that a student is an emergent reader.  Talking to previous teachers will help you identify which students in your class should be more closely monitored.  If a student appears to be an emergent reader, do not administer the F&P.
Occasionally, a student appears to be ready to read, is tested using the F&P, and comes out as Frustrational on level A.  This student is also an emergent reader.  Do not record their F&P results at level A.
Emergent readers should be tested using the diagnostics in the Emergent Reader Binder supplied to each school’s literacy interventionist.  If the student is assessed as Pre-Emergent in at least two tests, record “PRE” as their reading level.  Otherwise, record “EM”.  “AR” and “AP” are no longer used.

Entering Data
For most students, you must include the following data on the spreadsheet:
· Instructional level, 
· Fluency score,
· Accuracy percentage,
· Within and Beyond Comprehension scores, and
· About Comprehension scores for levels L-Z.
Reading Rate is optional.
In cases where a student jumped from Independent to Frustrational, you must include the following data on the spreadsheet:
· Independent level,
· Frustrational level (in the Instructional column), and
· Fluency, Accuracy, Within, Beyond, About scores at the level you would plan to teach at.  This may be Independent or Frustrational, depending on your judgement, but should be made in reference to the student’s abilities on the F&P Reading Continuum.  
A student who is Frustrational at level A is not reading at level A.  They should be assessed on the Emergent Reader Binder tests, and have a level of “PRE” or “EM” recorded.
In the unlikely event that you stopped a student from finishing the book because of low accuracy, but you do intend to teach the student at this Hard level, record “-90%” or “<90%” under Accuracy. Several years ago, teachers were asked to write “89%” in these cases.  Please do not do so.  If the student finished the book, record the actual accuracy percentage (eg: 78% or 85%).  


Sending Scores
Send spreadsheets to Doug Drover (douglas.drover@lskysd.ca) when they’ve been completed or by the end of October, whichever comes first.  The deadline for sending data is:
· Friday, November 2nd  
Please contact me if you foresee problems meeting this deadline.  

Assessment Windows
This was intentionally put at the end so you would read through the rest.
	Grade 3:	Sep 17 – Sep 28  
	Grade 2:	Oct 1 – Oct 12
	Grade 1:	Oct 15 – Oct 26 
Use your judgement as to when works best for your schedule and your students. 
