Level 1 	Fountas & Pinnell Writing Skills Continuum 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]This document contains a summary of new skills introduced at Level 1 including Purpose, Genre & Craft, Conventions, and Write about Reading. Level 1 corresponds with Fountas and Pinnell Reading levels D-J. 
PURPOSE AND GENRE
__________________________________________________________
NARRATIVE
· Think of topics, events, or experiences from own life that are interesting to write about
· Write an engaging beginning and a satisfying ending to stories
· Understand that a story can be a “small moment” description of a brief, memorable experience
· Provide some descriptive details to make the story interesting
· Use dialogue as appropriate to add to the meaning of the story
· Use simple words that show the passage of time (then / after)
· Explain one’s own thoughts and feelings about a topic
· Develop voice as a writer through telling own stories or memories from own life
· Usually write in first person to achieve a strong voice
· Tell a story across several pages in order to develop the story or idea
· Tell events in the order that they occurred in personal narratives

INFORMATIONAL
· Write books and short pieces of writing that are enjoyable to read and at the same time give information to readers about a topic
· Use features (for example: headings, page numbers, labelled pictures, table of contents, or others) to guide the reader
· Think about the readers (audience) and what they need to know
· Select interesting information to include in a piece of writing
POETIC
· Closely observe the world (animals, objects, people) to get ideas for poems
· Use line breaks and white space when writing poems
· Write poems that convey feelings or images
· Use language to describe how something looks, smells, tastes, feels or sounds
· Write poems from other kinds of texts (story, informational text)
· Sometimes borrow specific words or phrases from writing and make them into a poem
FUNCTIONAL – LABELS, LETTER, LISTS AND PROCEDURES
· Write labels for objects in the classroom
· Add words to pictures
· Create labels for illustrations that accompany written pieces
· Make label books as one type of book
· Write notes, cards, invitations and emails to others
· Write to a known audience or a specific reader
· Write with the specific purpose in mind
· Include important information in the communication
· Write with a friendly tone (conversational language)
· Place items in a list that are appropriate for its purpose or category
· Make lists in the appropriate form with one item under another
· Use drawings in the process of drafting, revising or publishing procedural writing
· Write captions under pictures
· Use lists to plan activities or support memory
· Write sequential directions in procedural or how-to books
CRAFT
__________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION
Text Structure
· Include facts and details in informational writing
· Put together the related details on a topic in a text
· Put the facts or information in order
· Write stories that have a beginning, a series of things happening, and an ending
· Write a title and the author’s name on the cover of a story or book
· Write an author page at the beginning or end of a book that tells details about the author (picture, writing)
· Dedicate a story to someone and write the dedication on the inside of the cover, on the title page or copyright page, or on a page of its own
· Create a picture book as one form of writing
Beginnings, Endings, Titles
· Use a variety of beginnings to engage the reader
· Use endings that are interesting, leave the reader satisfied, or get the reader to think more about a story or topic
· Select an appropriate title for a poem , story, or informational book
Presentation of Ideas
· Tell about experiences or topics the way one would talk about them to others
· Present ideas in logical sequence
· Introduce ideas followed by supportive details and examples
· Show steps in enough detail that a reader can follow a sequence
· Tell one part, idea, or group of ideas on each page of a book 
· Use time appropriately as an organizing tool
IDEA DEVELOPMENT
· Communicate the main points intended for the reader to understand clearly
· Provide supportive description, details, or examples to explain the important ideas

LANGUAGE USE 
· Understand that the writer is using language to communicate meaning
· Show evidence of using book language or language from other texts

WORD CHOICE
· Learn new words or phrases from reading and try them out in writing
· Use vocabulary appropriate for the topic
· Vary word choice to create interesting description and dialogue

VOICE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
· Write with a unique perspective
· Write in the way one would speak about the experience, event or topic
· State information in a unique or surprising way
· Share one’s thoughts and feelings about a topic
· Write about what is known and remembered

CONVENTIONS
______________________________________________________
TEXT LAYOUT
· Understand that the print and pictures can be placed in a variety of places on the page within a book
· Place words in lines, starting left to right, top to bottom
· Place titles and headings in the appropriate place on the page
· Understand that layout of print and illustrations are important in conveying the meaning of a text
· Use underlining and bold print to convey meaning
· Use spaces between words

GRAMMAR
Sentence Structure
· Use conventional sentence structure (noun + verb)
Parts of Speech
· Use noun and verb agreement (I can)
· Use prepositional phrases (to the bus, on the bus)
· Use modifiers (red dress; ran fast)
Tense
· Write in past tense (I went home yesterday.)
· Write in future tense (I’m going to go…)

CAPITALIZATION
· Demonstrate knowledge of the use of upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet
· Show awareness of the first place position of capital letters in words
· Use uppercase letters in titles
· Use a capital letter for the first word of a sentence
· Use capital letters in the beginning position in  a few familiar, known proper nouns

PUNCTUATION
· Notice the use of punctuation marks in books and try them out in own writing
· Read one’s writing aloud and think where punctuation would go

SPELLING
· Use conventional symbols to write words
· Spell one hundred or more high-frequency words conventionally
· Say words to break them into syllables to spell them
· Use some phonogram patterns to generate words
· Attempt unknown words through sound analysis
· Say words slowly to hear a sound and write a letter that represents it
· Write some words with consonant letters appropriate for sounds in words (beginning and ending)
· Write a letter for easy to hear vowel sounds
· Represent several sounds, including beginning and ending
· Use some inflectional endings such as -s and -ing
· Represent many short and long vowel sounds in words
· Spell words with regular consonant sound relationships and with regular short vowel patterns correctly
· Represent many consonant sounds or vowel sounds with letters 
· Attempt unknown words using known word parts
· Construct phonetic spelling that are readable
· Include a vowel in each word
· Represent consonant blends and digraphs with letter clusters in words
· Use simple resources to check spelling (word walls, personal word lists)

HANDWRITING / WORD PROCESSING
· Leave appropriate space between words
· Hold pencil or pen with satisfactory grip
· Return to the left margin to start a new line
· Use a preferred hand consistently for writing
· Write left to right in lines
· Write letters and words that can be easily read
· Write letters in groups to form words
· Form upper and lowercase letters efficiently in manuscript print
· Form upper and lowercase letters proportionately in manuscript print
· Access and use simple programs on the computer (easy word-processing games)
· Locate letter keys on a computer keyboard to type simple messages.

WRITE ABOUT READING 
___________________________________________________________________
FUNCTIONAL WRITING
Notes and Sketches
· Sketches or drawings that reflect content of a text
· Notes to support memory (example:  Events in a story, characters) for later use in discussion or writing
· Labels for photographs or drawings related to a text
· Lists of interesting words or phrases from a text
· Lists of books read with titles and authors
· Lists of favourite book characters (fiction)
· Lists of favourite topics (nonfiction)
Graphic organizers
· Simple charts showing sequence of events
· Grids showing relationships among different kinds of information from a text or across texts
· Two columns to represent comparison (characters, problems, or different versions of the same tale)
· Web showing character traits
· Circle or flowcharts showing temporal sequence (life cycle, process for making something)
Letters about reading
· Simple letters to other readers or to authors and illustrators including dialogue letters in a Reader’s Notebook
Short Writes
· Short sentences stating a prediction, an opinion, or an interesting aspect of a text

NARRATIVE WRITING
Summaries
· Simple statements summarizing a text
· Simple statements telling the sequence of events
cartoons / storyboards
· Drawings showing the sequence of events in a text, sometimes with speech bubbles to show dialogue or thought bubbles to show thoughts as in a story map
· Innovations on known texts such as a new ending or a similar plot with different characters
· Graphic representations of stories such as story maps or timelines

INFORMATIONAL WRITING
Reports
· Drawings with labels that represent interesting information from a text
· Short sentences and or drawings reporting some interesting information from a text
· Lists of facts from a text supported by illustrations
· A few simple sentences with information about an author or illustrator
Outlines
· Summaries of information learned from a text with headings that show sections
How-to Articles
· Representations through writing and drawing of a sequence of actions or directions from a text

PERSUASIVE WRITING
· Posters or advertisements that tell about a text in an attention-getting or persuasive way
· Book recommendations

POETIC WRITING
· Poetic texts written in response to a prose text
· Insertion of children’s names or other words in a poem where appropriate
· Innovations on a poem or song using the same language structure

BEHAVIOURS AND UNDERSTANDINGS TO NOTICE, TEACH AND SUPPORT
General: Fiction and nonfiction texts
· Use new vocabulary from texts when writing to appropriately reflect meaning
· Use names of authors and illustrators in interactive and shared writing
· Independently record the titles, authors, and illustrators of texts in Reader’s Notebook
· Tell important information about a text through interactive or shared writing
· Draw (or use other art media) independently to represent information from a text
· Use vocabulary typical of everyday oral language to talk and write about reading
· Use common connectives that are frequently used in oral language (words, phrases that clarify relationships and ideas) e. g. and, but, so, because, before, after
· Label drawings about texts using teacher writing or students’ temporary spellings
· Draw and write about everyday actions noticed in a text: playing, making things, eating, getting dressed, bathing, cooking, shopping
· Represent a sequence of events from a text through drawing or writing
· Remember information or details from a text to independently produce lists, simple sequences of action, and directions through interactive or shared writing
· Compose notes, lists, letters, or statements based on a text using interactive, shared, or independent writing
· Reread to remember something from a text in order to draw or write about it
· Reread writing about reading to check meaning, language structure and appropriate word use
· Draw and write about connections between the ideas in texts and children’s own life experiences
· Draw and write about connections among texts by topic, ideas, authors, characters
· Write predictions based on evidence from the text
· Provide evidence from the text or from personal experience to support written statements about a text
· Reflect both prior knowledge and new knowledge from a text
· Form and record questions in response to events of a plot or to important information
· Use a text as a resource for words, phrases, and ideas for writing
· Express why an author might choose to write a story or write about a topic
· Write the repeating episodes or patterns in a book
· Use some academic language to talk about forms: e.g. picture book, wordless picture book, poem, poetry, nursery rhyme, rhyme, song
· Use some academic language to talk about literary features: e.g. beginning, ending, problem, character, solution
· Use some academic language to talk about book and print features: e.g. front cover, back cover, title, author, illustrator, page, text, illustration, label, table of contents, acknowledgments, drawing
· Express opinions (interesting, funny, exciting) about texts
· Compare different versions of the same story, rhyme, or traditional tale
· Formulate opinions about authors and illustrators and use writing to state why
· Identify and record whether a text is fiction or nonfiction

FICTION TEXTS:  Behaviours and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support
General
· Draw and sometimes label or dictate sentences about something in children’s lives prompted by characters or events in a story
· Write predictions for story outcomes
· Write predictions of what might happen next in a story
· Form and record questions in response to events of a plot
· Make lists differentiating between fiction and nonfiction texts
· Use some academic language to talk about genres e.g. fiction, folktale, fairy tale, fable
· Compose innovations on very familiar texts by changing the ending, the series of events, characters, and/or the setting
Setting
· Write summaries that include important details about setting 
· Identify the setting for a story and why it is important
Plot
· Tell about the important events of a story, after hearing it read several times and using the pictures in the text
· Identify events in a story using labels
· Produce simple graphic representations of a story such as story maps or timelines
· Write summaries that include the story problem and how it is resolved
· Compare the problems in different versions of the same story, rhyme, or traditional tale
Characters
· Identify characters in a story using labels and temporary spelling
· Write a summary that includes important details about character
· Draw and write to express opinions about the characters in a story (funny, bad, silly, nice, friendly)
· Discuss a problem in a story and express opinions on how characters act using shared or interactive writing
· Predict what a character might do next in a story by drawing or writing
· Label drawings to show what a character might be saying
· Infer and describe a character’s intentions, feelings, and motivations by drawing or writing
· Show when characters change or learn a lesson in a story by drawing or writing
· Draw and write about the relationships between a character’s actions and their consequences
· Using a graphic organizer and interactive or shared writing, list characters that have predictable character traits (e.g. sly, brave, silly, wise, greedy, clever) typical of traditional literature. 
Messages and Themes
· Draw and write about the author’s message
· Write about the lesson inferred from traditional literature
· Notice and write a fiction writer’s “lesson”
Style and Language
· Recognize and write about the humour in fiction texts
· Notice and write about elements of the writer’s craft: word choice, use of literary elements
· Notice and record a fiction writer’s choices of interesting words
· Notice and write a fiction writer’s use of repetition, refrains, rhythm, using interactive or shared writing
· Notice a fiction writer’s use of onomatopoetic words (words for sounds) and use them in drawing and writing about the story
· Notice and remember some interesting language from a text, sometimes using it to dictate stories or talk about drawings
· Borrow the style or some words or expressions from a writer in writing about a text
Illustrations
· Write about the details found in illustrations
· Write about the characteristics (medium, style) of some illustrators

NONFICTION TEXTS:  Behaviours and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support
General 
· Form and record questions in response to important information
· Formulate opinions about authors and illustrators and state in writing the basis for those opinions
· Describe how ideas and content in a nonfiction text are alike and different by drawing or writing
· Use some academic language to talk about genres e.g. nonfiction, informational text, informational book, factual text, personal memory story, how-to book
Topic
· Using drawing or writing, write questions to show curiosity about topics encountered in nonfiction texts and actively work to learn more about them
· Outline the main topic of a book and its subtopics
Organization
· Outline the text by providing summaries of information learned using headings and subheadings that reflect a text’s overall structure and simple categories
Messages and Main Ideas
· Draw and write about the author’s message
· Draw and write to make connections among ideas in nonfiction texts: animals, pets, families, food, plants, school, friends, growing, senses, neighborhood, weather and seasons, health etc. 
Illustrations/Graphics
· Use interactive writing, drawing, and temporary spelling to write about information found in simple graphics such as labeled drawings, maps, diagrams, photographs with legends
Style and Language
· Recognize and draw or write about the humour in nonfiction texts
· Notice and write about elements of the writer’s craft: word choice, use of literary elements
· Notice and record a writer’s choice of interesting words
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