

Pre-emergent & Emergent Literacy Skills Continuum
ORAL LANGUAGE
PRE-EMERGENT LEVEL
· Can speak in complete sentences of a minimum of five to six words
· Can follow adult-directed tasks
· Interacts with other children 
· Can remember and follow simple directions with at least two steps
· Beginning to demonstrate self-control
· Can understand vocabulary related to position, direction, size and comparison (like/different,  top/bottom, first /last, big/little, up/down)
· Can speak at an appropriate volume and rate to be understood and can adjust volume for different contexts
· Can talk about personal experiences and/or report interesting information from background experience
· Can initiate and/or join in on songs, rhymes, finger plays and chants
· Can talk about people, events, places and objects
· Shows an interest in listening to and talking about stories, poems and informational text
· Can make simple predictions and comments about a story being read
EMERGENT LEVEL
· Actively engages in routines
· Able to enter a conversation
· Speaks with enthusiasm
· Speaks clearly enough to be understood by others in conversation
· Engages in turn taking in conversation
· Actively participates in whole-class discussion, with peers as partners or in small group
· Can explain and describe people, events, places and objects
· Can compare personal knowledge with what is heard
· Can retell a simple story after listening to a picture book
· Beginning to verbalize reasons for problems, events and actions
EMERGENT – LEVEL A
· Enunciates words clearly
· Demonstrates curiosity by asking many questions
· Can form clear questions to gain information
· Has a topic or story in mind before starting to speak
· Can follow a topic and add to the discussion
· Tells stories in an interesting way
· Can present ideas, information and personal experience in a logical sequence
· Can describe similarities and differences between people, events, places and objects 
· Demonstrates confidence in oral language
· Uses words that describe (adjectives and adverbs)
· Can express and reflect on the feelings of self and others
DEMONSTRATES ORAL COMPRENSION: 

· Familiar with book vocabulary such as title and author, illustrator
· Is familiar with a number of genres of text. For example:  storybooks, expository texts, poems newspapers and magazines.
· Can answer questions about stories that have been read aloud
· Notices when simple sentences fail to make sense
· Can establish a purpose for reading (e.g. for information or for pleasure)
· Can identify the components of a story (characters, setting and main events in the correct sequence
· Can describe setting, characters, events or ending of a story
· Can explain cause and effect relationships
· Can offer solutions and explanations for story problems
· Can make oral predictions about future events in a story based on illustrations or portions of stories
· Can use picture clues to construct meaning from text being read
· Shows interest in the meaning of words
· Can retell familiar stories
· Uses language from stories when retelling them
· Can recite short poems and songs
· Can perform plays and puppet plays that involve speaking as a character

EARLY LITERACY CONCEPTS OF PRINT
PRE-EMERGENT 
· Can distinguish between print and pictures
· Can recognize own name in print
· Can point to and recognize letters in own name
· Can use own name to learn about words and make connections to other words
· Understands that print is organized and read from left to right and top to bottom of page, turns pages left to right and matches print and voice
· Recognizes everyday environmental print such as labels, logos, signs, captions
Letter knowledge
· Can categorize letters by features such as slant lines, straight lines and circles, tunnels, tails, dots, etc.
· Can recognize some letters of the alphabet 
· Can recognize that words have letter patterns that are connected to sounds.
Phonological awareness
· Can segment a sentence into words

EMERGENT
· Understands the concepts of letter and word
· Understands the concept of a word as a group of letters
· Understands the concept of a sentence as a group of words with ending punctuation
· Understands the concept s of first and last in written language
· Uses left to right directionality of print in reading and writing
· Beginning to track print when listening to a familiar text being read
Letter Knowledge
· Can recognize and produce the names of many upper and lower case letters 
· Can recognize letters that are embedded in text and in continuous text 
· Can make connections between words by recognizing letters and letter clusters
· Understands that sounds can be represented by letters
· Understands that letters represent sounds
Phonological awareness
· Can hear and recognize word boundaries
· Can identify the same sound in different words
· Can hear syllables in words and demonstrate by clapping
· Understands that words can have one, two or more syllables
· Recognizes the beat, rhythm, rhyme, repetition and similarities of sounds in poetry
· Can segment words into syllables
· Can blend syllables into words
· Can recognize rhyming 
· Can produce a set of rhyming words
· Can hear, say, connect and generate rhyming words

EMERGENT – LEVEL A
· Can track text by matching one spoken word to one written word while reading and pointing
Letter Knowledge
· Can recognize upper case and lower-case letters in random order 
· Can identify a word that begins with the sound of each letter
· Can recognize consonants and vowels
· Can understand alphabetical order
· Can recognize and is beginning to use consonant sounds and the letters that represent them to read and write words
· Can recognized some simple CVC words
· Word families – can recognize and use simple VC phonograms (ad, og, an, am, at, ed, en, et, ig, in, I, og, op ot, ut)
· Attempts to write words by writing one letter for each sound heard
· Can use efficient and consistent motions to form letters when writing
Phonological awareness
· Can connect words by the sounds e.g. sun, sat
· Recognizes that words are made of a sequence of phonemes
· Can segment words into phonemes
· Can hear and say beginning phonemes in words
· Can hear and say beginning, ending and medial phonemes 
· Can blend two or three phonemes in a word (D-O-G dog)
· Can manipulate phonemes e.g.  and, hand

VOCABULARY
PRE-EMERGENT
· Knows the name of many common objects (e.g. Animals, toys, colours, numbers etc.)
· Can identify basic categories (colours, shapes, animals, foods, toys) and attributes (e.g. big/ little, hot/cold)
· Can sort similar objects by colour, size and shape
· Uses positional words  
· Can name familiar persons, places, things and actions
· Can count to ten
EMERGENT
· Can recognize and use concept words: colour names, number words, days of the week and months of the year

EMERGENT LEVEL A
· Can recognize some high frequency words in print
· Can write a core of twenty to twenty five high frequency words,
· Can read a core of twenty to twenty five high frequency words
· Can recognize and use simple compound words such as into, myself, itself, inside, maybe 
· Can recognize and spell known words quickly
· Can use known words to help spell new words
· Can apply knowledge of letter sounds to solve unknown words
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EARLY WRITING SKILLS
PRE-EMERGENT 
Voice
· Creates a picture and talks about the message or story it conveys. 
· Is aware that talk can be written down 
· Dictates a message for an adult to scribe
Conventions
· Makes shapes that looks like letters

EMERGENT
Voice
· Is aware of an audience for writing (this card is for my mom)
· Communicates feelings with illustrations and can dictate personal thoughts to match illustrations
Ideas  
· Is aware that writing contains a message that can be read 
· Attempts to reread own writing attempt
· Understands that writing has a purpose
Word Choice
· Uses pictures to stand for words or phrases
· Can copy environmental print
Conventions
· Creates some standard letter shapes
· Uses mixed upper and lower case letters
· Beginning to match sounds with letters and to use initial consonants to spell words

EMERGENT LEVEL A
Voice
· Illustrations and words are personal
Word choice
· Attempts to use high frequency words
Sentence Fluency 
· Attempts simple sentences by stringing words together into phrases
· Attempts to read own writing
Conventions 
· Prints first name with a capital letter followed by lower case letters
· Uses correct directionality (left to right)
· Uses capital letter at the beginning of a sentence
· Prints some words using initial and final consonants
· Uses semi phonetic spelling
· Prints some high frequency words (I, see, as, is)
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