Comprehension Prompts 
Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment Systems (BAS) 3rd Edition 

System 2:  Levels P - Z

In cases where students have already been assessed with the F & P Benchmark books and/or LLI books and you need an alternative option, the  prompts below can be used to assess comprehension using a levelled book from an intervention program other than LLI. (For example:  Early Reading Intervention ( ERI) books.  Be sure to select a high quality book for which the level of the book correlates with the Fountas and Pinnell text gradient. 
Calculate accuracy using the running record for the book and use the following scoring key to assess comprehension, in conjunction with the F & P Comprehension rubric from an F & P Benchmark kit that has been converted to the Third Edition. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Preparation:  Read the book you have chosen and select and prepare the prompts from the options below, that you will use to assess the student. Note that the questions are different for levels A-D, Levels E-L and Levels M-O and Levels P-Z.  The prompts in the chart move from the easier level (at the top of the list) in the range to the harder level, so select accordingly.  Select one prompt for Within the Text and two or three prompts for Beyond and About the Text. For Levels M –O also select additional prompts for About the Text. Levels P-Z select from Within, Beyond and About. 
Scoring  Levels A –K:  Assign a score of 0-3 for Within the Text, and a score of 0-3 for Beyond and About the Text. (total of 6 possible)
Scoring Levels L – Z:   Score 0-3 Within the Text, 0-3 Beyond the Text, 0-3 About the Text (total of 9 possible) 

	 Levels A-K
	Levels L-Z

	5-6    Proficient
	8-9   Proficient

	4        Approaching Proficiency
	6-7   Approaching Proficient

	3        Limited Proficiency
	4-5   Limited Proficiency

	0-2    Not Proficient
	0-3   Not Proficient



Levelling for Instruction:
	LEVELS A-K
	COMPREHENSION

	Accuracy
	Proficient
	Approaching Proficiency
	Limited Proficiency
	Not Proficient

	95-100%
	Independent
	Independent
	Instructional
	Hard

	90-94%
	Instructional
	Instructional
	Hard
	Hard

	Below 90%
	Hard
	Hard
	Hard
	Hard



	LEVELS L-Z
	COMPREHENSION

	Accuracy
	Proficient
	Approaching Proficiency
	Limited Proficiency
	Not Proficient

	98-100%
	Independent
	Independent
	Instructional
	Hard

	95-97%
	Instructional
	Instructional
	Hard
	Hard

	Below 95% 
	Hard
	Hard
	Hard
	Hard




Benchmark Assessment System 2:  Comprehension Prompts for Levels P-Z

Within the Text:  
	FICTION
	NONFICTION

	Summarize the important events in the story.

Is there anything else you would like to add to your summary?

	Summarize the important information in the book. 
Is there anything else you would like to add to you summary?




Beyond the Text:  
	FICTION
	NONFICTION

	Talk about how ____ feels in the first part of the story. 

How is ___feeling when ______? How can you tell?

How does _____feel about ____?

	Tell about why different ______have different _______?

What characteristics of the ______are especially important in helping them ________? Why?
What characteristics about _____can you tell me from the book? How do you know this?


	Do you think ____knows how (s)he feels?

	Why do you think _______are important?
Talk about ____and why they are important. 


	Why do you think _____did _____?
Why do you think _____is ______?
Why do you think _______?

	Why do ______ continue ______?

What problems would _____have if_____?

	How do the characters change in the story?
How does _____change in the story? How do you know that?

	What information do you find most surprising?
What do ____discover or need to discover about ____?

	Talk about how ____’s opinion changes. (Level T)

	Talk about the big idea or message of this book.

	What kind of relationship does ______have with ______?

	What is the writer’s message in this book? What does this message mean?

	What is _____’s role in the story?
What role did ____play in _____’s life? (Y)

	What is the most important message in this book? 

	Talk about the lesson you think _____learns. 
What lesson do _____learn from _____?

How does this lesson make you think about your own life?

	What does the message of this book mean to you?  In your life? 

Talk about why it’s important for you to learn about ________.


	What is the writer’s message? 
What does this message mean to you in your own life? Can you give an example?
What lesson can you learn from ____’s experience? (Level X) 

	How has your thinking about ____changed after reading the book?

	Talk about the big ideas or message in this story. What does the message mean to you? 
What does the message mean to you in your life?

	How does the writer make ______sound _____? Give evidence. 

	What is the most important idea the writer wants readers to learn from this story?
 
	Why do you think people continue to ________?

How might people prepare if ______?

	What do you learn about the kind of person ____is?  About the community where she lives?

	Talk about why ____’s life is important? 
(Level W biography)
How can you tell that ___was a strong person? 

	How does the message make you think about what you can do in your own life?
How does this message apply to your life? 
(Level W)  
	Why is ____so important?

	How does the writer show you what kind of person ______is?  

	What is the purpose of this book? How do readers benefit from reading it? (Level X)


	Why does ____decide ______? What influences the decision? (Level X) 
	What was new or surprising to you? 


	Talk about how ______changed ______. 
	Talk about the problems that need to be overcome before ______?

	What lesson does _____ learn? Who helps her learn the lesson? How?
	Talk about why ____is an important achievement. (Level Z)

	How did living through ________affect _______?
What can you learn about _______through ______’s story? (mature themes level Z) 

	What is the significance of _______for this region? (Level Z)



About the Text:  
	FICTION
	NONFICTION

	What is the genre of this book? How do you know? 

	What is the genre of this book? How do you know?


	Explain the meaning of the title.  (Level  T)

	Why is ______a good title for this book? 
Do you think _____is a good title? Why or why not? 

	The writer uses descriptive language to show_____. Give some examples from the book. 

	Why is the _____on page _____important?

Look at the diagram on page ___. How does it help you?

How is the ______helpful?

	What do you notice about how the writer tells the story? What else? 

	Talk about how the headings help you. (Level S)

What else do you notice about how the book is organized?

	Do you think the resolution to the problem in the story is a good one? Why do you think that?

	What does the writer do to make sure you understand the content of the book from the beginning? 

	What does the writer do to keep you interested? What else? Show an example. 

	What does the writer do to keep you interested?  What else? Show an example

	What part of the story signals a change in ___ and ___?

	What can you learn from the graphics in this book?

	What does ____symbolize in the story?  (beginning at level S)

	Talk about why people might _______.

	Why does the writer chose to tell the story from ____’s perspective? 

	How is the timeline helpful?  (Level W)

	How does the writer build suspense and help you predict what might happen in the next chapters of the book?  (Level U)

	Why does the writer include historical information about _____? (Level X)

	How does the writer show you that _____was different from today? (Level T) Why is this important for readers to think about?

	How does the writer give a balanced view of ______? (Level Y) 

	What makes the piece effective? (Level V)

	Why do you think the writer wrote this book? 


	Why do you think the writer tells this story in first person? (Level W)
Why does the writer include the episode about ____? What is its significance? 

	What do you think the writer’s point of view towards ___is? 
What makes you think that?
Give some examples of details the writer uses to let you know ____? (Level Z)


	How does the writer let you know something exciting is going to happen? 
	How does the writer help you visualize what it would be like to ____? ( Level Z)


	On page ___the writer uses comparisons (metaphor and simile) and other figurative language to help you know how Brody feels. Find some examples from the book. How does he feel? (Level X)

	How specifically does the writer show that _____was a tremendous accomplishment?
(Level Z) 


	What does the writer do to capture your interest? 
	

	What is the turning point in the story? (Level Y)

	

	How does the writer specifically show that _____is ________? (Level Y)

	

	Talk about the setting. How is it important? 
(Level Z) 

	

	Do you think it is important to tell what happened through ____’s eyes? Why? (Level Z)

	

	The writer talks about ____in the story. What is the writer really describing? (Level Z)
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